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New Staff
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Many of you have met our new veterinarian Dr. Alison Cuddy.

Alison comes from North Carolina and her interests range from

internal medicine, colic, endocrinology, including Cushing’s 

disease, and reproduction.  She has trained with some of the world’s experts on laminitis and metabolic disease.

Alison also rides and enjoys travel cooking and working out at the Starplex.
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Amy Hall, our new veterinary nurse, has returned to South Australia after working on Arrowfield Stud in NSW. Amy was the head nurse in the foaling mare and neonatal foal area.   Amy’s veterinary interest is in neonatal intensive care.

Amy’s outside interests include her dog and netball ( we need to find her a team) and probably another interest.
Some changes to our hours:

We have reverted to winter business hours.  The office is open for regular calls from 8AM to 5PM Monday to Friday and 8AM to 12noon  on Saturday.  We are happy to make non-emergency appointments at other hours, but there is an after hour fee involved.

Because Alison and Elizabeth share after hours calls it is best to call the regular number 08 85234777 and you will directed to the mobile number of the on call Dr.
Dentistry
In an attempt to normalize our work loads we are offering an autumn and winter special.  For the months of May through July we are offering a free dental examination and a 10 % reduction on the cost of any dental procedures (including sedation)if done here at the clinic.  Yes, we do dental work.

_____________________________________________________________________

Autumn Diseases

This is colic season.  We have already doubled our colic rate and it is just beginning.

Reasons for increased colics include drops of temperature and decreased drinking i.e. hydration, increased parasite migration, sand and changes in the intestinal flora due to the moisture in the ground.  

We think that some of this can be avoided by worming aggressively now, starting a psyllium program and sticking to a single source of both hard feed and hay.
A fecal analysis performed here at the clinic will show you possible deficiencies in 

your worming program.  Bring us a single small fecal ball from your horse and we can see if you need to change your program. 

When the first new grasses show up after a decent rain (oh pleeeease) the new grass is high in fructose.  That is a sugar that sets off many horses and ponies that are prone to laminitis.  This sugar is higher in the day than night so grazing at night rather than the day will help marginal cases, but complete avoidance may be the solution for your pony.
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Green grass (not that anyone remembers what that is)

Sour sob, clover like weeds, that start in autumn contain oxalates.  They can give horses temporary gassy belly aches, but more importantly the oxalates tie up calcium and can cause severe and chronic calcium loss.  This can look like shifting leg lameness’s or even spontaneous fractures. Leaving hungry horses in paddocks with only sour sobs is not advised.

In the autumn horses feel the need to bulk up for winter.  They will seek roughage and often will destroy wood fences and eat their own manure (coprophagia)  While it is rather disgusting to watch, it is probably rather harmless other than the transfer of parasites.  
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